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Money & Legal » Paying for Care

Special Pension for Care of
Veterans is Often Overlooked
by June A. Schroeder, RN, CFP

The VA Improved Pension is so
underused and unknown that I didn't
know about it -- and I am married to
a retired Army Major! One of my high
school buddies told me about it
when she discovered through a care
assessment company that her
mother was eligible and was
receiving the maximum benefit for a surviving spouse - over $900 per
month.

The amazing thing about the VA Improved Pension is that you don't
have to be retired or even have long years of service to qualify. The
veteran needs to have been in service for at least 90 days of active
duty with 1 day beginning or ending during a period of war and have
been discharged honorably. The link
http://veteranaid.org/docs/Periods_of_War.pdf lists the periods of war
that Congress has approved.

The VA's goal with this program is to help those in financial need. Their
operating manual states that: "The VA's income-based programs are
intended to give beneficiaries a minimum level of financial security.
They are not intended to protect substantial assets or build up the
beneficiary's estate for the benefit of the heirs." However, the VA is not
required to tell veterans about any of these benefits and some of those

Ask A Question Start A Discussion

When my mother was discharged from the
hospital recently, she chose an alternate
nursing facility over the one she was in.
Comment 1 min ago by Lilliput

Grossed Out? Need to Vent? Just caught
Mom using my toothbrush to comb her hair!
Comment 3 mins ago by rossellamex

I am 61-years-old, female, no family help,
husband, etc. I just finished 5 years of
chemotherapy and radiation for cancer. Can
someone provide me with information on
Medicaid for housing?
Answered 5 mins ago by Lilliput

bathing
Asked 49 mins ago by DPB

how to get mom in shower
Asked 49 mins ago by DPB
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whom you talk to at your local Department of Veterans Affairs might not
know about it, either.
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Iknow so many vets that could have used this service and
because of techonolgytoday and caring people in this great country
we can all come togather in this time of great need. thank you so
much JM.
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My father-in-law was a Veteran and he thought his oldest son had
the brains to get his mother the money she needed. Wrong I
investigated and found out the max she get get by talking with rep
and it pays to talk to more than one so you get the most you are
owed to. Its a long process and takes a long time to get but the
good news is they do back pay to the time you start your claim.

Helpful? Give a Star!  | Hug this member

 

Well I will say that I understand about all the paper work that must
be fill out. Because I am the caregiver for my brother who's an one
hundred percent disable Vet.I have applied for A
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